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Watch this clip again Evaluating digital content
Can you think of some questions to ask about the ancient Mayas. Look at several of the websites for the results. Are they always the same? Which ones do you think are the most accurate and reliable?
Think of at least 3 questions and record the results from more than 1 site. Make them quite precise questions. Write them down to compare the answers. Then write some top tips you think might help someone else when searching for answers.
Example
	Question
	Result website 1
	Result website 2
	Which I think is most reliable and accurate and why

	What was the Mayas’ favourite food?

	
	
	

	How were the pyramids made?


	
	
	

	Who was the most famous Maya?
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How search engines make an index

To find what you're after, a search engine will scan its
index of webpages for content related to your search.

A search engine makes this index using a program
called a ‘web crawler’. This automatically browses the
web and stores information about the pages it visits.

Every time a web crawler visits a webpage, it makes a
copy of it and adds its URL to an index. Once this is
done, the web crawler follows all the links on the
page, repeating the process of copying, indexing and
then following the links. It keeps doing this, building
up a huge index of many webpages as it goes.

Some websites stop web crawlers from visiting them.
These pages will be left out of the index, along with
pages that no-one links to.

Web crawlers automatically browse the web
and store information about the pages they.
Visit.

The information that the web crawler puts together is then used by search
engines. It becomes the search engine’s index. Every webpage recommended by

asearch engine has been visited by a web crawler.
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Search engines use algorithms to sort the
results and try to place the links which are
most useful to you at the top of the page.
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