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The ‘oa’ digraph can come at the beginning or in the middle of words but very rarely at the 
end.  The ’oe’ digraph can be sometimes found at the end of words. 

Introduction The ‘oa’ digraph can come at the beginning or in the middle of words 
but very rarely at the end.   The ’oe’ digraph can be sometimes found at 
the end of words. 

Main 
Teaching 
Activity 

Get the children to split the words up on the whiteboard according to 
whether they have /oa/ or /oe/ spellings. Ask them to write the words in 
to two lists and colour in, or circle, the common spelling pattern.

Explain that there is no specific rule for how the words are spelled and 
so they need to be learnt.

Independent 
Activity

Play sound bingo.  

Give the children the grid, or get them to draw their own. Get them to 
put a small sound in each corner, either ‘oe’ or ‘oa’ – they choose which
one (the first one is done to show them how)

Once they have a spelling sound in each box, say one of the words from 
the list and they must put it in one of the boxes which contains that 
spelling. E.g. if you said toe or goes then it could go in the first box. The 
aim is to get a row of three and then a full house first.

Spellings

boat

road

toe

soap

goat

coat

coach

goes

toast

cloak
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oe

/oh/

‘oe’

‘oa’



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt
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Answers: 
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coat soap road boat cloak

toast goes goat coach toe


