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The /ar/ digraph. This digraph may be used at the beginning, middle or end of words. 

Introduction The /ar/ digraph.  This digraph may be used at the beginning, 
middle or end of words. 

Main 
Teaching 
Activity 

Get the children to come up and circle the /ar/ sound in each word. 
What do they notice? The sound can be found at the beginning, 
middle or end of words. 

Discuss the /ar/ sound with the children, can they think of any 
more words that contain the sound? Bark, far, tar, charm, sharp, 
starve, large.

Independent 
Activity

Get the children to match the words to the definitions. They can 
either draw lines between them or copy the words down and 
write the definitions with them.

Share the definitions and discuss any unknown words.

Spellings

car

park

garden

dark

army

jar

arm

hard

stars

yard



Spellings

car

park

garden

dark

army

jar

arm

hard

stars

yard

Stage: 1 The /ar/ digraph. This digraph may be used at the beginning, middle or end of words. 

Name:List: 16

A place with 
swings and a 

slide.

Soldiers that 
protect the 

country and 
fight wars.

A place where 
flowers often 

grow.

The opposite 
of light.

Your hand is 
attached to this 

limb.

There are 
millions of 

these in the 
sky at night.

This often has 
jam inside it.

The opposite of 
soft.

An American 
word for 

garden or 
outside space.

A vehicle.

Write your spelling list on your white board and then 
write the  definition for each word next to it.
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Stage: 1 The /ar/ digraph. This digraph may be used at the beginning, middle or end of words. 
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A place with 
swings and a 

slide. park

Soldiers that 
protect the 

country and 
fight wars.

A place where 
flowers often 

grow. garden

The opposite 
of light. dark

Your hand is 
attached to this 

limb. arm

There are 
millions of 

these in the 
sky at night.

This often has 
jam inside it.

The opposite of 
soft. hard

An American 
word for 

garden or 
outside space.

A vehicle.

Write your spelling list on your white board and then 
write the  definition for each word next to it.

car

army
jar

stars yard
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Where does the /ar/ come in your words?  Sort your spellings into 
the correct column. (Can you add some more of your own?)

Beginning Middle End
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Where does the /ar/ come in your words?  Sort your spellings into 
the correct column. (Can you add some more of your own?)

Beginning Middle End

army
arm

car
park

garden
dark

jar

hard
yard

stars


