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Introduction When adding ‘ed’ to the end of a word which ends in a y then the 
following rule is followed:

root word   - y  and change to i and then + ed.
copy  - y and add i = copi then add ed  = copied 

Main 
Teaching 
Activity 

Get the children to look at the list of root words and the spelling 
list. Can they work out the rule for adding ‘ed’ to the root words 
that end in ‘y’?

Share their thoughts and explain the correct rule.

Independent 
Activity

Stick a big piece of paper on the wall (one for each group). Call out 
a spelling list word and set a one minute timer. One member of the 
group runs and writes down the spelling on the paper, runs back 
to the group and hands over the pen to the next person, they run 
to the paper and write the word. This continues until the timer 
runs out. 1 point for each correctly spelled word. 

Start again with another spelling list word!

Spellings

copied

replied

spied

fried

applied

relied

identified

multiplied

magnified

supplied



What happens to the root word in order to add ‘ed’?

copied

replied

spied

fried

applied

relied

identified

multiplied

magnified

supplied

copy

reply

spy

fry

apply

rely

identify

multiply

magnify

supply

- y  + i and then + ed



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt

copied

replied

spied

fried

applied

relied

identified

multiplied

magnified

supplied
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Spellings

copied

replied

spied

fried

applied

relied

identified

multiplied

magnified

supplied

Stage: 2 Adding ‘-ed’ to words ending in y. The y is changed to an i. 

Name:List: 15

s p i e d i d e n t i f i e d 

c o p i e d f r i e d 

m a g n i f i e d m u l t i p l i e d 

a p p l i e d r e p l i e d 

r e l i e d s u p p l i e d 

Read down the columns and use the missing letters, in order, to 
make a new 10 letter ‘ied’ word.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



Spellings

copied

replied

spied

fried

applied

relied

identified

multiplied

magnified

supplied

Stage: 2 Adding ‘-ed’ to words ending in y. The y is changed to an i. 

Answers: List: 15

s p i e d i d e n t i f i e d 

c o p i e d f r i e d 

m a g n i f i e d m u l t i p l i e d 

a p p l i e d r e p l i e d 

r e l i e d s u p p l i e d 

Read down the columns and use the missing letters, in order, to 
make a new 10 letter ‘ied’ word.

s i m p l i f i e d


