
Granny’s First Flight Quick Questions
1. ‘Granny Mildred walked gingerly along the 

aisle.’ In this sentence, what do you think 
‘gingerly’ means? 

  

2. How old is Granny Mildred? 

  

3. Find and copy two phrases which show that 
Granny Mildred was nervous. 

a.                                                                                     

b.                                                                                     

 

4. Who do you think the ‘smartly dressed lady’ 
was? Explain your answer. 

  

 

Granny Mildred walked gingerly along the aisle. “I’m not sure 

about this,” she said, as they found their seats on the fourteenth 

row. At 82 years of age, Granny Mildred had never been on an 

aeroplane before and, so far, she wasn’t really enjoying her first 

experience of air travel.

“It’ll be fine,” her grandson George reassured her, showing Granny 

how to fasten her seatbelt. 

“These seatbelts are nothing like the ones in a car,” commented 

Granny. “They can’t possibly be safe!” she protested. 

Just then, a smartly dressed lady appeared with a china cup in 

her hand. “I think I’ve got just the trick,” she said to George with 

a smile, as she handed Mildred a lovely cup of tea. 

“This is much better!” said Granny Mildred, settling in for the long 

flight ahead.
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Granny’s First Flight Answers
Granny Mildred walked gingerly along the aisle. “I’m not sure 

about this,” she said, as they found their seats on the fourteenth 

row. At 82 years of age, Granny Mildred had never been on an 

aeroplane before and, so far, she wasn’t really enjoying her first 

experience of air travel.

“It’ll be fine,” her grandson George reassured her, showing Granny 

how to fasten her seatbelt. 

“These seatbelts are nothing like the ones in a car,” commented 

Granny. “They can’t possibly be safe!” she protested. 

Just then, a smartly dressed lady appeared with a china cup in 

her hand. “I think I’ve got just the trick,” she said to George with 

a smile, as she handed Mildred a lovely cup of tea. 

“This is much better!” said Granny Mildred, settling in for the long 

flight ahead.

1. ‘Granny Mildred walked gingerly along the 
aisle.’ In this sentence, what do you think 
‘gingerly’ means? 
Accept answers which compare gingerly to 
nervously, hesitantly, feeling uncertain or in a 
frightened way. 

2. How old is Granny Mildred? 
Accept ‘82’ or ‘eighty-two’. 

3. Find and copy two phrases which show that 
Granny Mildred was nervous. 
Accept any two of the following: ‘walked 
gingerly’, ‘wasn’t really enjoying her first 
experience’, ‘they can’t possibly be safe’, ‘she 
protested’, ‘George reassured her’. 
 

4. Who do you think the ‘smartly dressed lady’ 
was? Explain your answer. 
Accept answers which infer that it was 
the airhostess, provided that a relevant 
explanation is given, such as ‘because they 
wear a smart uniform’ or ‘because she brought 
refreshments and that is part of their job’.
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